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CRISIS
PROTECTING OUR

UNDOCUMENTED BROTHERS

AND SISTERS 

THE CHURCH'S POSITION IS CLEAR:
 
-Jesus, Mary and Joseph were refugees - How are we

treating the refugee families of today?

 

-We must be witnesses to the suffering of our displaced

brothers and sisters fleeing violence & poverty 

 

-Every human being has a right to the freedom of

movement 

 

-Migrants have a right to dignified labor & to financially

support their families 

 

-We must recognize the contributions of undocumented

workers to U.S. economic development 

 
 

ELLIS ISLAND

OUR FAITH DEMANDS THAT WE...
-Help to create a world where people migrate by choice, not

by necessity

 

-Vote for elected officials who will implement dignity-

centered immigration policies

 

-Protect birth right citizenship so that migrants can access

essential social services without fear

 

-Prioritize family reunification & fair labor conditions in

immigration policies and laws 

 

-Encounter migrants wherever possible - volunteer your

resources & time 

 

 

"WHATEVER YOU TO DO THE LEAST OF MY BROTHERS,

YOU DO UNTO ME" MATTHEW 25:40
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Organizations:

 

-Catholic Charities

(https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/)

-National Immigrant Justice Center

(https://www.immigrantjustice.org/)

-No More Deaths 

(https://nomoredeaths.org/en/)

-Good Samaritans 

(https://tucsonsamaritans.org)

 

 

 

 

 



-Since the creation of the Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) in 2003, Immigration and Customs

Enforcement's budget has more than doubled - from

$3.3 billion then to almost $8 in 2020

 

-$351 million were allocated in DHS' 2020 budget to

acquire new aircraft and maritime vessels for

surveillance, detention, and the transport of detained

migrants 

 

-$163.6 million were allocated in DHS' 2020 budget to

hire and train 750 additional Border Patrol agents 

 

-Immigration agencies received $24 billion in 2018, in

comparison to the $17.9 billion dollars allocated to all

other federal law enforcement agencies that year,

combined (FBIA, DEA, Secret Service, Bureau of

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives, etc) 

 

-As of 2020, President Trump's border wall expansion

has cost $11 billion dollars - amounting to $20 million

per mile of fencing. In comparison, the border

fencing built by President Bush in 2008 cost $5

million per mile

 

-Deporting a single person costs ICE an average of

$2000. In FY 2019, ICE deported 267,000 people

 

-It costs $134 a day to maintain one adult

immigration detention bed, and $319 to maintain a

family bed, which keep mother and children

together in a family detention center

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC IMPACT

UNDOCUMENTED POPULATION
BY THE NUMBERS U.S. BUDGET SPENT ON

IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT
-10-12 million undocumented persons in the U.S.

today 

-2/3 have lived in the U.S. for 10 years or longer

 

-Not eligible for federal programs like Food

Stamps, Social Security, Medicare & Medicare

 

-67% of undocumented persons 16 and older

participate in the U.S. labor force 

 

-Latinos/as are the largest growing demographic

in the U.S. and Catholic Church 

 

-Latinos/as are projected to be largest

racial/ethnic group in the US by 2020 

 

-73% of undocumented immigrants have incomes

at or below the Federal Poverty Line 

 

-The only public benefits undocumented

immigrants can receive are a public education

and emergency room care during life-threatening

emergencies

 

 

 

 

-Undocumented persons mostly employed in service,

construction, and agriculture sectors 

 

33% working in the service sector, mostly in daycare and

restaurants

 

15% of all construction workers are undocumented

 

24% of all workers in fishery, forestry, and farming

industries are undocumented

 

Around 50% of fieldworkers are undocumented

 

Undocumented labor increases the income of their

employer, which results in a higher U.S. GDP

 

Immigration enforcement directly affects the U.S.

economy - in 2012, the U.S. lost $3.3 million in GDP

growth due to high deportation rates

 

Undocumented immigrants pay $12 billion to Social

Security annually, even though they are ineligible for that

benefit and will not have access to that money once they

turn 65 

 

Undocumented immigrants annually pay $7 billion in

sales tax and $3.6 billion in property taxes

 

Undocumented immigrants cost the federal
government $27 billion per year (healthcare +

education) - yet they bring in $85 billion in taxes
 


